
Expert viewpoints: Acinetobacter baumannii

“The numbers are not huge.  If you look solely at bacteremias it’s less than 1%.  It’s well below even the 
Enterococcus.  However, it’s a major problem in ICU ventilating pneumonias.  It’s a clonal organism so you 
tend to get the same strain spread among lots of patients and that can create a panic and a need to close the 
ICU.  There is some associated mortality and there are strains circulating that are resistant to near everything 
except maybe polymixin.”  – UK opinion leader

“There are two strains circulating in and around London at present.  One of them has been in seen 50-odd 
hospitals and the other just under 50.  Both resistant to Carbapenems, Cephalosporins, Quinolones, 
Aminoglycosides you name it.  It’s susceptible only really to polymixin, colistin and tigecycline.” – UK opinion 
leader

Source: VacZine Analytics, 2008. Opinion leader research
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